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Hospitality Ministry Team

Enjoy good food,
and good company!
Join us for Fellowship (Coffee Hour)

Coffee Hour
April 6
April 13
April 20
April 27

Judi Thompson
Elizabeth Atwater
Easter - no coffee hour
Barbara Kwaak

after Worship every Sunday

2014 Women’s Retreat

Let Go, Relax, Breathe,
Find Peace
April 25-27, 2013
at Camp Johnsonburg Presbyterian Center

Connect with a larger community of women
in an atmosphere of retreat
Gather together & have fun!
Relax & enjoy the beautiful camp

Boating, Art, Photography,
Hiking, Horseback Riding, Yoga
and the Leap of Faith
Contact Pastor Cynthia today
to reserve a spot! (609) 977-2325

Prayer Requests

6:30 AM - EASTER April 20th

Boxwood Farm,135 Iron Ore Rd.

Worship Ministry Team
Lenten Dinners: Pot-luck feast followed
by the Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

(just like 1st century Christians)
Please contact Pastor
Cynthia to join the feast

Liturgist
April 6
April 13
April 20
April 27

Aidan Armstrong
Vera Musser
Easter
Barbara Kwaak

Stephanie’s grandfather Charles (hospice), Calhoun Family,
Elizabeth Cunningham Fortel (complications), Fred Ingram and Alison (upcoming wedding),
Marvin Fortel (lung cancer), Mary’s friend Paula (cancer), Mary’s Susan (failing health),
Helen Granozio (cancer), Barbara’s Ali (healthy pregnancy), Vera’s mother Olga Littlefield (hospice),
Joe McLaughlin (military service), Lil’s sister Doris McGill (psoriasis), Lil’s nephew Tim (cancer),
family of scoutmaster Sue, Rudy Rucker and his family (stroke), Sharon Russell (recovering),
Judy Soden, Ruth Stiles (homebound), Helen Strong (homebound), Gloria’s granddaughter Jennifer,
Norman Thompson, Harold’s son Burke (metastatic cancer), Thomas A. Zak (military service)

Lent/Easter Church Calendar
Sunday, March 30

Tues., April 1

Thurs., April 3

9:30 AM - Bible Study
9:45 AM - Sunday School
11:00 AM - Worship
4th Sunday of Lent,
Rev. Jessica Bailey preaching
Noon - Fellowship

7:00 PM
A.C.A Meeting

6:30 PM
A.C.A
Workbook Group
(last day to join!)

(Adult Children
of Alcoholics)

Pastor Vacation:

Thursday, March 27 Tuesday, April 1
Please call: Elder Sue Ralph
with Pastoral Care needs
(732) 547-7948

Sunday, April 6

Tues., April 8

Wed., April 9

9:30 AM - Bible Study
9:45 AM - Sunday School
11:00 AM - Worship
5th Sunday of Lent,
Lord’s Supper
Noon - Fellowship
Homebound Communion
Monthly Session Reports Due

10:00 AM-2:00 PM
Pastor’s Oﬃce Hours
7:00 PM
A.C.A Meeting

7:00 PM
Meeting of the
Ruling Elders

Sunday, April 13

Tues., April 15

Wed., April 16

Thurs., April 17

Fri., April 18

9:30 AM - Bible Study
9:45 AM - Sunday School
11:00 AM - Worship,
Passion Noon - Fellowship
Noon - Deacons Meeting

10:00 AM-2:00 PM
Pastor’s Oﬃce Hours
7:00 PM
A.C.A Meeting

7:00 PM
Lord’s Supper

Noon-3:00 PM
GOOD FRIDAY
VIGIL

(Adult Children
of Alcoholics)

Noon
Lunch Bunch at
All Seasons Diner
Noon
Men’s Lunch
at Ravello’s

Sunday, April 20

Tues., April 22

Wed., April 23

Fri., April 25-Sun., April 27

10:00 AM-2:00 PM
Pastor’s Oﬃce Hours
7:00 PM
A.C.A Meeting

MESSENGER
Submission
Deadline

Monmouth Presbytery

(Adult Children
of Alcoholics)

(Adult Children
6:30 AM - EASTER SUNRISE
Boxwood Farm! 135 Iron Ore Rd. of Alcoholics)
9:45 AM - Cross of Flowers
11:00 AM Resurrection of the Lord

Sunday, April 27

Tues., April 29

9:30 AM - Bible Study
9:45 AM - Sunday School
11:00 AM - Worship
2nd Sunday of Easter
Noon - Fellowship
5:30 PM - SUNDAY
NIGHT PRAISE

10:00 AM-2:00 PM
Pastor’s Oﬃce Hours
7:00 PM
A.C.A Meeting
(Adult Children
of Alcoholics)

Sunday, May 4

Wed., May 7

9:30 AM - Bible Study
9:45 AM - Sunday School
11:00 AM - Worship
3rd Sunday of Easter: Lord’s Supper
Noon - Fellowship

2:00 PM
Knit & Crochet

Women’s Retreat

Outreach Ministry Team
Sunday Night Praise!
Families Fellowship
April 27
(last Sunday of the month)
5:30 p.m. - Potluck Supper
6:00 p.m. - THE GAME
6:30 p.m. - Sunday Night Praise
7:00 p.m. - Mission Project

Small Group Ministry
Knit and Crochet
1st Wed., of the Month
2:00 p.m., May 7

Lunch Bunch
3rd Wed., of the Month
Noon, April 16
All Season Diner

Men’s Lunch
3rd Wed., of the Month
Noon, April 16
Ravello’s

A.C.A.
Adult Children of Alcoholics
All are Welcome!
Tuesday Nights @ 7:00 p.m.
A.C.A. is a program for those who grew up in alcoholic or otherwise dysfunctional homes.
We take positive action, finding freedom from the past and a way to improve our lives today!
Thursday, April 3
6:30 p.m.
Last day to join our Workbook Group
Contact: Bonnie McDonald (732) 320-7198

Christian Education Ministry Team

Coming
this summer!
Vacation Bible School
with Old Tennent
Presbyterian Church
Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:30 A.M. in the Library
9:45 A.M. Sunday School

Youth Ministry Team
High School
Montreat Conference
Center

Age 3 - Grade 6
Youth & Adult Teachers

July 28 - August 1
5 P.M. - 7 P.M.

th
Youion
Miss 4-18
JULY

1

July 26 - August 2
Mind-Blowing, Faith-Growing
Week of worship, song, adventure
and bonding in the beautiful
mountains of North Carolina

Theme: Rooted and Reaching
current 8th - 12th graders: $475
(includes housing, transportation, t-shirt,
conference fee, and meals)
Scholarships Available (see Pastor Cynthia)

2nd Annual Monmouth
Youth Mission Experience!

Restore Hope
to the Shore
painting, dry wall,
demolition, siding,
landscaping.
Work at the shore during the day
(optional overnight)

Lenten Prayers

Every Day Blessed are you, O Lord our God, the Shepherd of Israel, their pillar of cloud by day, their pillar of fire

by night. In these forty days you lead us into the desert of repentance that in this pilgrimage of prayer we might
learn to be your people once more. In fasting and service you bring us back to your heart. You open our eyes to
your presence in the world and you free our hands to lead others to the wonders of your grace. Be with us in these
journey days, for without you we are lost and will perish. To you alone be dominion and glory, forever and ever.

MORNING PRAYER

(Lamentations 3:22-23)
The Lord’s unfailing love and mercy never cease, fresh as the morning and sure as the sunrise.

Sunday

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the
resurrection dawn bringing the glory of our risen Lord
who makes every day new. Especially we thank you
for the beauty of your creation . . . the new creation in
Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . .
the sustaining love of family and friends . . .
the fellowship of faith in your church. . . . Merciful God
of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts
of all your children, and bring about your peace for all
in Christ Jesus, the living Lord. Especially we pray for
those who govern nations of the world . . .
the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . .
all who work for peace and international harmony . . .
all who strive to save the earth from destruction . . .
the church of Jesus Christ in every land. . . .

Monday

We praise you, God our creator, for your handiwork
in shaping and sustaining your wondrous creation.
Especially we thank you for the miracle of life and the
wonder of living . . . particular blessings coming to us
in this day . . . the resources of the earth . . . gifts of
creative vision and skillful craft . . . the treasure stored
in every human life. . . . We dare to pray for others,
God our Savior, claiming your love in Jesus Christ for
the whole world, committing ourselves to care for
those around us in his name. Especially we pray for
those who work for the benefit of others . . . those who
cannot work today . . . those who teach and those
who learn . . . people who are poor . . .
the church in Europe. . . .

Tuesday

Eternal God, we rejoice this morning in the gift
of life, which we have received by your grace, and the
new life you give in Jesus Christ. Especially we thank
you for the love of our families . . . the affection of
our friends . . . strength and abilities to serve your
purpose today . . . this community in which we live . . .
opportunities to give as we have received. . . .

God of grace, we offer our prayers for the needs of
others and commit ourselves to serve them even as we
have been served in Jesus Christ. Especially we pray for
those closest to us, families, friends, neighbors . . .
refugees and homeless men, women and children . . .
the outcast and persecuted . . . those from whom we
are estranged . . . the church in Africa. . . .

Wednesday

God of all mercies, we praise you that you have
brought us to this new day, brightening our lives with
the dawn of promise and hope in Jesus Christ.
Especially we thank you for the warmth of sunlight,
the wetness of rain and snow, and all that nourishes
the earth . . . the presence and power of your Spirit . . .
the support and encouragement we receive from
others . . . those who provide for public safety and wellbeing . . . the mission of the church around the world. . . .
Merciful God, strengthen us in prayer that we may lift
up the brokenness of this world for your healing, and
share in the saving love of Jesus Christ. Especially we
pray for those in positions of authority over others . . .
the lonely and forgotten . . . children without families
or homes . . . agents of caring and relief . . . the church
in Asia and the Middle East. . . .

Thursday

Loving God, as the rising sun chases away the night,
so you have scattered the power of death in the rising
of Jesus Christ, and you bring us all blessings in him.
Especially we thank you for the community of faith in
our church . . . those with whom we work or share
common concerns . . . the diversity of your children . . .
indications of your love at work in the world . . . those
who work for reconciliation. . . . Mighty God, with the
dawn of your love you reveal your victory over all that
would destroy or harm, and you brighten the lives of all
who need you. Especially we pray for families suffering
separation . . . people different from ourselves . . . those
isolated by sickness or sorrow . . . the victims of violence or warfare . . . the church in the Pacific region. . . .

Friday

Eternal God, we praise you for your mighty love
given in Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, and the new life
we have received by his resurrection. Especially we
thank you for the presence of Christ in our weakness
and suffering . . . the ministry of Word and Sacrament .
. . all who work to help and heal . . . sacrifices made for
our benefit . . . opportunities for our generous
giving. . . . God of grace, let our concern for others
reflect Christ’s self-giving love, not only in our prayers,
but also in our practice. Especially we pray for those
subjected to tyranny and oppression . . . wounded and
injured people . . . those who face death . . .
those who may be our enemies . . .
the church in Latin America. . . .

Saturday

Great and wonderful God, we praise and thank you
for the gift of renewal in Jesus Christ. Especially we
thank you for opportunities for rest and recreation . . .
the regenerating gifts of the Holy Spirit . . .
activities shared by young and old . . . fun and
laughter . . . every service that proclaims
your love. . . . You make all things new, O God,
and we offer our prayers for the renewal of the world
and the healing of its wounds. Especially we pray
for those who have no leisure . . . people enslaved
by addictions . . . those who entertain and enlighten . . .
those confronted with temptation . . .
the church in North America. . . .

MIDDAY PRAYER

(Deuteronomy 32:11)
Like an eagle teaching her young to fly,
the Lord keeps us from falling.

God of all joy, fill our souls to overflowing with the
fullness of your grace. In this season, remind us of your
triumph over the tragedy of the cross, and your victory
for us over the powers of sin and death, so that we may
reflect your glory as disciples of Jesus Christ,
our risen Lord.
God of love, as you have given your life to us,
so may we live according to your holy will
revealed in Jesus Christ. Make us bold to share your life,
and show your love, in the power of your Holy Spirit.
Grant this through Jesus Christ our Redeemer and Lord.

Take all our doubts and uncertainties, O God, and fill us
with such faith that we may be confident of your love
and loyal in the service of him who died and yet lives
for us, Jesus Christ the Lord.
Eternal God, as we are baptized into the death of Jesus
Christ, so give us the grace of repentance
that we may pass through the grave with him and be
born again to eternal life, for he is the One who was
crucified, dead, and buried, and rose again for us,
Jesus our Savior.
Eternal God, source and goal of all life, lead us to life
eternal by the mighty love of Jesus Christ, who suffered
on the cross, was raised from the dead, and lifted
into glory where with outstretched arms he welcomes
the world in his strong and loving embrace.
In his holy name we pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, who stretched out your arms of love
on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might
come within the reach of your saving embrace: So
clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our
hands in love, may bring those who do not know you
to the knowledge and love of you; now and forever.

EVENING PRAYER

(Luke 24:29)
Stay with us Lord, for it is evening,
and the day is almost over.

Sunday

We lift our voices in prayers of praise, holy God,
for you have lifted us to new life in Jesus Christ, and
your blessings come in generous measure. Especially
we thank you for the privilege of worship and service
in this congregation . . . the good news of the gospel
of Jesus Christ for us . . . food and drink to share
in the Lord’s name . . . our calling to discipleship. . . .
We hold up before you human needs,
God of compassion, for you have come to us
in Jesus Christ and shared our life so we may share
his resurrection. Especially we pray for the healing
of those who are sick . . . the comfort of the dying . . .
the renewal of those who despair . . .
the Spirit’s power in the church. . . .

Monday

Thursday

We rejoice in your generous goodness, O God,
and celebrate your lavish gifts to us this day, for you
have shown your love in giving Jesus Christ for the
salvation of the world. Especially we give thanks for
the labors of those who have served us today . . .
friends with whom we have shared . . . those whom we
love and have loved us . . . opportunities for our work
to help others . . . all beauty that delights us. . . .
Gracious God, we know you are close to all in need,
and by our prayers for others we come closer to you.
We are bold to claim for others your promises of new
life in Jesus Christ, as we claim them for ourselves.
Especially we pray for those in dangerous occupations .
. . physicians and nurses . . . those who are ill or
confined to nursing homes . . . those who mourn . . .
the Roman Catholic Church. . . .

We give you our praise and thanks, O God, for all gifts
of love we have received from you, and for your
persistent mercy in Jesus Christ. Especially we thank
you for work we have accomplished pleasing to you . . .
the faithful witness of Christian people . . .
the example of righteousness we see in parents
and teachers . . . the innocence and openness we see
in children . . . all works of Christian compassion. . . .
We give you our cares and concerns, O God, because
we know you are kind and care for your children in
every circumstance. Especially we pray for those who
struggle with doubt and despair . . . people afflicted
with disease . . . those called to special ministries . . .
people neglected or abused . . . Baptist, Disciples
of Christ, and other free churches. . . .

Tuesday

Eternal God, we thank you for being with us today,
and for every sign of your truth and love in Jesus Christ.
Especially we thank you for the gift of peace in Christ
. . . reconciliation in our relationships . . . each new
insight into your love . . . energy and courage to share
your love . . . the ministries of the church. . . . Gracious
God, we remember in our own hearts the needs of
others, that we may reach up to claim your love for
them, and reach out to give your love in the name
of Christ. Especially we pray for racial harmony and
justice . . . those imprisoned . . . strangers we
have met today . . . friends who are bereaved . . .
Orthodox and Coptic churches. . . .

Merciful God, we praise you that you give strength for
every weakness, forgiveness for our failures, and new
beginnings in Jesus Christ. Especially we thank you for
the guidance of your spirit through this day . . . signs of
new life and hope . . . people who have helped us . . .
those who struggle for justice . . . expressions of love
unexpected or undeserved. . . . Almighty God, you
know all needs before we speak our prayers, yet you
welcome our concerns for others in Jesus Christ.
Especially we pray for those who keep watch over the
sick and dying . . . those who weep with the grieving .
. . those who are without faith and cannot accept your
love . . . the aged who are lonely, distressed or weak . . .
Reformed, Presbyterian, and Lutheran churches. . . .

Wednesday

Saturday

Give us your peace, O God, that we may rejoice in your
goodness to us and to all your children, and be
thankful for your love revealed in Jesus Christ.
Especially we thank you for people who reveal your
truth and righteousness . . . courage to be bold
disciples . . . those who show hospitality . . . surprises
that have blessed us . . . the unity of the church of Jesus
Christ. . . . Give us your peace, O God, that we may be
confident of your care for us and all your children, as
we remember the needs of others. Especially we pray
for friends and relatives who are far away . . . neighbors
in special need . . . those who suffer hunger and thirst . . .
those who work at night while others sleep . . .
Episcopal and Methodist churches. . . .

Friday

God of glory, we praise you for your presence in
our lives, and for all goodness that you shower upon
your children in Jesus Christ. Especially we thank you
for promises kept and hope for tomorrow . . .
the enjoyment of friends . . . the wonders of your
creation . . . love from our parents, our sisters and
brothers, our spouses and children . . . pleasures
of living. . . . God of grace, we are one with all your
children, for we are sisters and brothers of Jesus Christ,
and we offer our prayers for all whom we love.
Especially we pray for those we too often forget . . .
people who have lost hope . . . victims of tragedy
and disaster . . . those who suffer mental anguish . . .
ecumenical councils and church agencies. . . .

Stewardship Ministry Team
What is Per Capita?
Per Capita is the money we give to Monmouth Presbytery
to support the ministries of our denomination.
Per Capita supports The Genesis Center
Please send in your $35.20 Per Capita
payment or put it in the offering plate!
Write “per capita” on the memo line.
In 2013 our church only paid $1,453 of our Per Capita
assessment, leaving an unpaid balance of $1,032

Our Special Offerings:
Instead of taking a 2nd (Silver Plate) Offering every Sunday, there is an Offering Envelope in your pew rack.
Put your donation inside, check the correct box, and write your name on the outside (so Norma can include
your gift in your end-of-the-year tax letter).
1st Sunday - Deacons’ Fund - support our ministry of care and compassion, such as Thanksgiving Baskets
and Christmas Gift Cards for friends & families that might need a holiday boost
2nd Sunday - Ceiling Fund - repay the money we borrowed from our annuity. We still owe about $18,000.
3rd Sunday - Cents-ability - make a Joyful Noise; drop your coins into the plate!

A strategy for raising awareness — and funds
— for the fight against hunger
Cents-Ability is a small first step in the battle against hunger and poverty.
Congregations invite every member — of all ages — to contribute a few cents at
every meal. This simple act is an expression of thanks for what we have received.
It is also a commitment to share with others in response to Jesus’ command
“You give them something to eat.” When members bring their offerings to church
on the appointed Sunday, all of those coins “make a joyful noise unto the Lord”
as they are received and dedicated.

at a nickel a meal.

These small acts of faithfulness can add up: One hundred persons
in a congregation will contribute $180 a month at two cents a meal. That’s $2,160
dollars a year.
A 30,000-member presbytery has the potential of raising over $1.6 million annually

Cents-Ability originated in 1976 as “Two-Cents-A-Meal,” a project begun by Presbyterian Women to involve
individuals and families in a corporate response to world hunger. Over the years, presbyteries have developed
similar programs entitled Pennies for Hunger, Nickel-A-Meal, etc. Many of these programs benefit local hunger
ministriesas well as the national and international projects of the Presbyterian Hunger Program. (PHP).

Cub Scout Pack 154
Cub Scout Pack 154 has had a busy winter! At our recent Blue and
Gold Banquet the cub scouts and leaders were recognized for their
accomplishments, with nine scouts completing their cub scout journey
and moving on to the boy scout program. And we have three scouts
competing at the District Pinewood Derby finals to race their
custom-designed wooden cars to see whose is the fastest!
We are looking forward to our upcoming activities, such as our trip
to the New Jersey State Museum and Planetarium in April, our spring
family hike in May, and our family campout in June.
For boys entering First Grade through Fifth Grade, we welcome families to come and learn more about our
scouting program at any meeting, and also at our New Scout Information Night that is scheduled for Friday,
May 30 at 7PM. See our website www.154scouts.org or call 732-851-3150 for more information.

Mission Ministry Team

One Great Hour of Sharing is an offering that makes the love of Christ
real for individuals and communities around the world who suffer the
effects of disaster, conflict, or severe economic hardship, and for those
who serve them through gifts of money and time. Today, projects are
underway in more than 100 countries, including the United States and
Canada. In the 1990s, receipts have exceeded $20 million annually. While
specific allocations differ in each denomination, all use their One Great
Hour of Sharing funds to make possible disaster relief, refugee assistance, development aid and more.

In Rehab:

Communications Ministry Team

Elizabeth Cunningham
732-765-5732
Marvin Fortel
Victoria House Room 131
40 Freneau Ave.
Matawan, NJ 07747

If you would like to receive this newsletter
by e-mail, please contact:
Elder Bob Musser at:
robert_m_07728@yahoo.com

The Church Year Calendar
Feasting on the Word, Donald K. McKim
The weeks in this season of the church year
embrace events and festivals that are at the
center of our Christian faith. We move from
Transfiguration Sunday through Lent, Holy
Week, Good Friday, and Easter and into the
sixth Sunday of Easter. So much is packed into
these weeks and the focus scriptures in our
curriculum. In this concentrated period, the
church focuses on its core Christian beliefs
about God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit.
We participate in and celebrate the stories that
give us our distinctive Christian identities. They
orient us as disciples of Jesus Christ to the lives
we are called to live as the people of God in the
church and to the new lives we receive by God’s
grace through faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord
and Savior. The somberness of Lent gives way
to celebratory joy at Easter and the freshness
of life in Christ in the post-Easter season.
Transfiguration Sunday occurs on the Sunday
prior to Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent.
The close calendar connection of these events
points us toward Jesus Christ, who appears in
glory on the Mount of Transfiguration as the
fulfillment of God’s promises spoken of old,
highlighted with the appearance of Moses
and Elijah with Jesus on the mountain. The Old
Testament law and prophets join Jesus, who
became “dazzling white” (Matthew 17:2), and
the divine voice said: “This is my Son, the Beloved;
with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” (v. 5).
This divine ratification of who Jesus is forms the
center of the church’s confession in the Apostles’
Creed: “I believe in Jesus Christ, [God’s] only Son,
our Lord.”
On Ash Wednesday, the church bows in
penitence before its Lord and prepares to listen in
humility and repentance to Jesus’ voice speaking
to us. The six weeks of Lent provide a period of
self-examination to gauge our Christian lives in
the church. The people of God seek to hear and
obey the voice of their Master. We want to find
more clearly where Jesus calls us and what
Jesus would have us do or cease from doing.

Sometimes the church says that in Lent we may
“give up” some action or practice and/or “take on”
some action or practice to which God in Christ is
calling us. What we do or do not do in Lent should
emerge from our commitment to following Jesus
Christ and our theological convictions about what
directions our ministries should take. The church
listens corporately, as a whole, to Christ’s
voice in Lent. We listen within our own
lives to the voice of the Holy Spirit
who guides us. So Lent is a significant
time in our Christian experience as we
give concentrated attention to who
we are and who we should be as
Christian disciples.
The entrance to Holy Week is Palm/
Passion Sunday. This Sunday marks
the last week of Jesus’ earthly life.
It begins with his triumphal entry into
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, when he was
greeted by crowds proclaiming him the Son
of David “who comes in the name of the Lord”
(Matthew 21:9). Yet the crowds who
hailed Jesus on Sunday sought to “nail”
him by the end of the week as Jesus
was betrayed, appeared before Pilate,
and was sentenced to death by crucifixion
At the Last Supper with his disciples,
he shared bread and wine as his body
and blood, while anticipating the
fullness of “my Father’s kingdom”
(Matthew 26:29) as a coming reality.
Jesus’ death on the cross is central to Christian
faith as the means of our salvation, our
liberation, and our new lives as reconciled
children of God. This is the astounding message
of the New Testament: that in love God sent Jesus
into the world and gave him over to death “so
that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but may have eternal life” (John 3:16). This means,
as John Calvin wrote, that “the whole substance
of our salvation is not to be sought anywhere else
than in Christ.”1 Good Friday discloses God’s heart
of love in the cross of Jesus Christ.

The Church Year Calendar

(continued)

The resurrection of the Lord on Easter Sunday
is the church’s glorious message that Christ is
alive! The death on Friday gives way to the
resurrection on Sunday. The cross is now empty
because the Lord is risen! The Easter message
is that “[Christ] was raised for our justification”
(Romans 4:25) and that we now are justified by
faith so we have “peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1). Sin is forgiven;
relationships with God and with others are
made new. We have died to the power of sin,
and our lives are now “hidden with Christ in God”
(Colossians 3:3). This is our deepest joy and our
wonderful message to share with the world!
The period after Easter stretches
toward the Day of Pentecost, when
the churchcelebrates the Holy Spirit’s
permanent accompaniment in and
with the church (Acts 2). In the Sundays
after Easter in our current Feasting on
the Word Curriculum period, we
celebrate the risen Christ, who is with
his people and in whom there is a
“new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17).
T

he Thursday following the sixth
Sunday of Easter is the festival of the
Ascension of the Lord (Acts 1:6–11).
Although this day is not celebrated
frequently in our churches, it is an
important day, theologically. It marks
the return of Jesus to God in heaven
and his taking his place at the right
and of God (Apostles’ Creed), where
he intercedes for us as believers
(Romans 8:34).

This ongoing ministry of Jesus on our behalf
is our great comfort and joy, giving us the
assurance that God hears and answers our
prayers and is always present with us
through the Spirit.

From transfiguration,
beholding the Lord of glory,
to the risen Christ ascending to glory
and the eternal life of
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
—the weeks ahead are breathtaking
in their wonder and power!

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 		
Ezekiel 37:1-14 The Valley of Dry Bones		
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he
brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of
bones. He led me all round them; there were very
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry.
He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’
I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then he said
to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them:
O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says
the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath
to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews
on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you,
and cover you with skin, and put breath in you,
and you shall live; and you shall know that
I am the Lord.’
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and
as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise,
a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to
its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them,
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had
covered them; but there was no breath in them.
Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath,
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus
says the Lord God: Come from the four winds,
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that
they may live.’
I prophesied as he commanded me, and the
breath came into them, and they lived, and
stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are
the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut
off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to
them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open
your graves, and bring you up from your graves,
O my people; and I will bring you back to the
land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the
Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up
from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you
on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the
Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’

Sunday, April 6
5th Sunday in Lent

NOW WHAT is God’s word calling us to do?
This breath is the spirit of God, the life-giving
ruach God breathed into the first human creature
in the garden. This breath moves forth in the
Lazarus story. This same breath was breathed into
Jesus crucified, lifting him up to resurrection life,
and touched us when the Spirit came upon us in
baptism. This breath moves through the world,
raising people into new life when all the odds
are against it.
We need to hear the vision of Ezekiel in the
valley of dry bones. It is a scene meant to live
in the imagination and the heart, when we
find ourselves gasping for breath, struggling to
stay alive. (James A. Wallace) Reflecting back on
the Lenten season how has your church learned
to open itself up to God’s renewal?
What is the word of hope you have heard
in this text today?
Worship Song: Search on YouTube.com for:
Casting Crowns Spirit World
Web Address:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8MWGJ5EFjkE
How does the song’s military language
convey spiritual imagery?
How does this song help or hinder your
embrace of the Spirit’s power and promise?
Prayer: Sweet Holy Spirit, you are the source
of all that is good in our lives. Be with us as we
face another week, and fill us with life.
In your name, we pray. Amen.

Passion/ 		
Matthew 21:1-11, 26:14-27:66
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem
When they had come near Jerusalem and had
reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus
sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the
village ahead of you, and immediately you will
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them
and bring them to me. If anyone says anything
to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.”
And he will send them immediately.’ This took
place to fulfill what had been spoken through
the prophet, saying,
		
‘Tell the daughter of Zion,
		 Look, your king is coming to you,
		humble, and mounted on a donkey,
		 and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed
them; they brought the donkey and the colt,
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them.
A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the
road, and others cut branches from the trees and
spread them on the road. The crowds that went
ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
		 ‘Hosanna to the Son of David!
		 Blessed is the one who comes
		
in the name of the Lord!
		 Hosanna in the highest heaven!’
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was
in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ The crowds were
saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth
in Galilee.’

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus
Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas
Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, ‘What
will you give me if I betray him to you?’ They paid
him thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment
he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.
The Passover with the Disciples
On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples
came to Jesus, saying, ‘Where do you want us to
make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?’
He said, ‘Go into the city to a certain man, and say
to him, “The Teacher says, My time is near; I will
keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.”
’ So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them,
and they prepared the Passover meal.
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When it was evening, he took his place with
the twelve; and while they were eating, he said,
‘Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.’ And
they became greatly distressed and began to say
to him one after another, ‘Surely not I, Lord?’ He
answered, ‘The one who has dipped his hand into
the bowl with me will betray me. The Son of Man
goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by
whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have
been better for that one not to have been born.’
Judas, who betrayed him, said, ‘Surely not
I, Rabbi?’ He replied, ‘You have said so.’
The Institution of the Lord’s Supper
While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread,
and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the
disciples, and said, ‘Take, eat; this is my body.’
Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he
gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you;
for this is my blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of
the vine until that day when I drink it new with
you in my Father’s kingdom.’ When they had sung
the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Peter’s Denial Foretold
Then Jesus said to them, ‘You will all become
deserters because of me this night; for it is written,
“I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep
of the flock will be scattered.” But after I am raised
up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.’
Peter said to him, ‘Though all become deserters
because of you, I will never desert you.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I tell you, this very night,
before the cock crows, you will deny me
three times.’ Peter said to him, ‘Even though
I must die with you, I will not deny you.’
And so said all the disciples.
Jesus Prays in Gethsemane
Then Jesus went with them to a place called
Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here
while I go over there and pray.’ He took with him
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began
to be grieved and agitated. Then he said to them,
‘I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here,
and stay awake with me.’
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And going a little farther, he threw himself on
the ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible,
let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but
what you want.’ Then he came to the disciples
and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter,
‘So, could you not stay awake with me one hour?
Stay awake and pray that you may not come into
the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak.’ Again he went away for the second
time and prayed, ‘My Father, if this cannot pass
unless I drink it, your will be done.’ Again he came
and found them sleeping, for their eyes were
heavy. So leaving them again, he went away and
prayed for the third time, saying the same words.
Then he came to the disciples and said to them,
‘Are you still sleeping and taking your rest?
See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man
is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up,
let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.’

Jesus before the High Priest
Those who had arrested Jesus took him to
Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the
scribes and the elders had gathered. But Peter
was following him at a distance, as far as the
courtyard of the high priest; and going inside, he
sat with the guards in order to see how this would
end. Now the chief priests and the whole council
were looking for false testimony against Jesus
so that they might put him to death, but they
found none, though many false witnesses came
forward. At last two came forward and said, ‘This
fellow said, “I am able to destroy the temple of
God and to build it in three days.” ’ The high priest
stood up and said, ‘Have you no answer? What is it
that they testify against you?’ But Jesus was silent.
Then the high priest said to him, ‘I put you under
oath before the living God, tell us if you are the
Messiah, the Son of God.’ Jesus said to him, ‘You
have said so. But I tell you,
From now on you will see the Son of Man
seated at the right hand of Power
and coming on the clouds of heaven.’
Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, ‘He
has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses?
You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your
verdict?’ They answered, ‘He deserves death.’ Then
they spat in his face and struck him; and some
slapped him, saying, ‘Prophesy to us, you Messiah!
Who is it that struck you?’

The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus
While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the
twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with
swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the
elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given
them a sign, saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the man;
arrest him.’ At once he came up to Jesus and said,
‘Greetings, Rabbi!’ and kissed him. Jesus said
to him, ‘Friend, do what you are here to do.’
Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and
arrested him. Suddenly, one of those with Jesus
put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck
the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear.
Then Jesus said to him, ‘Put your sword back into
its place; for all who take the sword will perish by
the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to
my Father, and he will at once send me more than
twelve legions of angels? But how then would the
scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen
in this way?’ At that hour Jesus said to the crowds,
‘Have you come out with swords and clubs to
arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after
day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did
not arrest me. But all this has taken place,
so that the scriptures of the prophets may
be fulfilled.’ Then all the disciples deserted
him and fled.

Peter’s Denial of Jesus
Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard.
A servant-girl came to him and said, ‘You also
were with Jesus the Galilean.’ But he denied it
before all of them, saying, ‘I do not know what
you are talking about.’ When he went out to the
porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said
to the bystanders, ‘This man was with Jesus of
Nazareth.’ Again he denied it with an oath, ‘I do
not know the man.’ After a little while the bystanders
came up and said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are also
one of them, for your accent betrays you.’ Then he
began to curse, and he swore an oath, ‘I do not
know the man!’ At that moment the cock crowed.
Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said:
‘Before the cock crows, you will deny me three
times.’ And he went out and wept bitterly.

			
Jesus Brought before Pilate
When morning came, all the chief priests and
the elders of the people conferred together
against Jesus in order to bring about his death.
They bound him, led him away, and handed
him over to Pilate the governor.
The Suicide of Judas
When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was
condemned, he repented and brought back the
thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and
the elders. He said, ‘I have sinned by betraying
innocent blood.’ But they said, ‘What is that to us?
See to it yourself.’ Throwing down the pieces of
silver in the temple, he departed; and he went
and hanged himself. But the chief priests, taking
the pieces of silver, said, ‘It is not lawful to put
them into the treasury, since they are blood money.’
After conferring together, they used them to buy
the potter’s field as a place to bury foreigners.
For this reason that field has been called the Field
of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had
been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah,
‘And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the
price of the one on whom a price had been set,
on whom some of the people of Israel had set a
price, and they gave them for the potter’s field,
as the Lord commanded me.’
Pilate Questions Jesus
Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the
governor asked him, ‘Are you the King of the
Jews?’ Jesus said, ‘You say so.’ But when he was
accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not
answer. Then Pilate said to him, ‘Do you not hear
how many accusations they make against you?’
But he gave him no answer, not even to a single
charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.
Barabbas or Jesus?
Now at the festival the governor was accustomed
to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom
they wanted. At that time they had a notorious
prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had
gathered, Pilate said to them, ‘Whom do you want
me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus
who is called the Messiah?’ For he realized that
it was out of jealousy that they had handed him
over. While he was sitting on the judgement seat,
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his wife sent word to him, ‘Have nothing to do
with that innocent man, for today I have suffered
a great deal because of a dream about him.’ Now
the chief priests and the elders persuaded the
crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus
killed. The governor again said to them, ‘Which of
the two do you want me to release for you?’ And
they said, ‘Barabbas.’ Pilate said to them, ‘Then
what should I do with Jesus who is called the
Messiah?’ All of them said, ‘Let him be crucified!’
Then he asked, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But
they shouted all the more, ‘Let him be crucified!’
Pilate Hands Jesus over to Be Crucified
So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing,
but rather that a riot was beginning, he took
some water and washed his hands before the
crowd, saying, ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood;
see to it yourselves.’ Then the people as a whole
answered, ‘His blood be on us and on our children!’
So he released Barabbas for them; and after
flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.
The Soldiers Mock Jesus
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into
the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered
the whole cohort around him. They stripped him
and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting
some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head.
They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before
him and mocked him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the
Jews!’ They spat on him, and took the reed and
struck him on the head. After mocking him, they
stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes
on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.
The Crucifixion of Jesus
As they went out, they came upon a man from
Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man
to carry his cross. And when they came to a place
called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull),
they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall;
but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And
when they had crucified him, they divided his
clothes among themselves by casting lots; then
they sat down there and kept watch over him.
Over his head they put the charge against him,
which read, ‘This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.’
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Then two bandits were crucified with him, one
on his right and one on his left. Those who passed
by derided him, shaking their heads and saying,
‘You who would destroy the temple and build
it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son
of God, come down from the cross.’ In the same
way the chief priests also, along with the scribes
and elders, were mocking him, saying, ‘He saved
others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of
Israel; let him come down from the cross now,
and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let
God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said,
“I am God’s Son.” ’ The bandits who were crucified
with him also taunted him in the same way.

So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a
clean linen cloth and laid it in his own new tomb,
which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled
a great stone to the door of the tomb and went
away. Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

The Death of Jesus
From noon on, darkness came over the whole
land until three in the afternoon. And about three
o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?’ When some of the bystanders
heard it, they said, ‘This man is calling for Elijah.’
At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled
it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to
him to drink. But the others said, ‘Wait, let us see
whether Elijah will come to save him.’ Then Jesus
cried again with a loud voice and breathed his
last. At that moment the curtain of the temple
was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth
shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also
were opened, and many bodies of the saints who
had fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection
they came out of the tombs and entered the
holy city and appeared to many. Now when the
centurion and those with him, who were keeping
watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what
took place, they were terrified and said, ‘Truly
this man was God’s Son!’
Many women were also there, looking on from
a distance; they had followed Jesus from Galilee
and had provided for him. Among them were
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James
and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.
The Burial of Jesus
When it was evening, there came a rich man from
Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple
of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body
of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him.

The Guard at the Tomb
The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation,
the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before
Pilate and said, ‘Sir, we remember what that
impostor said while he was still alive, “After three
days I will rise again.” Therefore command that
the tomb be made secure until the third day;
otherwise his disciples may go and steal him
away, and tell the people, “He has been raised
from the dead”, and the last deception would be
worse than the first.’ Pilate said to them, ‘You have
a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you
can.’ So they went with the guard and made the
tomb secure by sealing the stone.
NOW WHAT is God’s word calling us to do?
Today our singing can best be understood in
the context of the Jewish Passover liturgy, which
reminds its participants: “It was not only our fathers
whom the Holy One, Blessed is He, redeemed
from slavery; we, too, were redeemed from
slavery; . . . Therefore it is our duty to thank,
praise, pay tribute, glorify, exalt, honor, bless,
extol and acclaim Him Who performed all these
miracles for our fathers and for us.” Our Holy Week
liturgies are rooted in this strong Jewish sense of
the present faith community’s being remembered
ritually into God’s ongoing, liberating action.
We mark how the empire of God, whose nearness
Jesus came to proclaim and embody, looks to
welcome quite “a diff’rent kind of king” indeed.
(John Rollefson) How can we practice remembering
our faith community “into God’s ongoing,
liberation action?” How can you change your life
and actions to follow Jesus, who came to
“proclaim and embody” justice in his
community and the world?
Prayer: We stand at the cross, stunned by your love
for us, O Christ. They expected you to be a king and
savior, and so you are. Amen.

Celebration of the Resurrection! 		
Matthew 28:1-10 The Resurrection of Jesus
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week
was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there
was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord,
descending from heaven, came and rolled back
the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear
of him the guards shook and became like dead
men. But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not
be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus
who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been
raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he
lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples,
“He has been raised from the dead, and indeed
he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will
see him.” This is my message for you.’ So they left
the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran
to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and
said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold
of his feet, and worshipped him. Then Jesus said
to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers
to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’
NOW WHAT is God’s word calling us to do?
This story’s vivid imagery brings us wonder,
uncertainty, and joy. When we hear of the earthquake, we resonate with the fear of women and
the guards. When we see the brilliant angel
descending from heaven and effortlessly rolling
the sealed stone away, we are caught up in
wonder at what the hand of God can do.
When we hear the announcement of the angel,
it sparks the hope in us that the inconceivable
is somehow possible and plausible. Imagining
the suddenness of Jesus’ appearance and hearing
his words of encouragement inspire the joy that
accompanies fulfilled hope. (Clayton J. Schmit)

Sunday, April 20

How will the resurrection text inspire you to live
full of hope into this Easter season?
The text helps us focus on the wonder of God’s
power in human life, a stark contrast the pain
many experience on a daily basis. In what ways
can you encourage others to be open to God’s
power in the midst of pain and struggle?
Video Clip: Google WingClips.com, then
Search (in upper left corner): He Is Alive
(Watch the ET He is Alive)
Web Address:
http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/et/heis-alive
Elliott witnessed ET’s “resurrection.” May there
be this much excitement as we celebrate Jesus’
resurrection today!
Prayer: The women trembled with fear and were
perplexed by this news. The women fell to the
ground in deep devotion and love. They were
confident for they had news to tell. Give us the
same confidence, O God. Amen.

Peter Addresses the Crowd		
Acts 2:14a, 22-32		

Sunday, April 27
2nd Sunday of Easter

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his
voice and addressed them:
‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let
this be known to you, and listen to what I say.
‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say:
Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God
with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God
did through him among you, as you yourselves
know— this man, handed over to you according
to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God,
you crucified and killed by the hands of those
outside the law. But God raised him up,
having freed him from death, because it was
impossible for him to be held in its power.
For David says concerning him,
“I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that
I will not be shaken;
therefore my heart was glad,
and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness
with your presence.”
‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently
of our ancestor David that he both died and was
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.
Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had
sworn with an oath to him that he would put one
of his descendants on his throne.
Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection
of the Messiah, saying,
“He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.”
This Jesus God raised up, and of that all
of us are witnesses.

NOW WHAT is God’s word calling us to do?
Peter’s sermon proclaimed the power of the
resurrection in the face of great skepticism.
We need to use the tools of our day to announce
the power and wonder of Jesus’ resurrected life
that has changed everything about us. In our
world of death-dealing violence, of haves and
have-nots, of those in and those out, the pretty
people and the nobodies, we need to announce
the fact that death holds no sway over us anymore.
That means that hierarchies have no meaning,
those who would dominate others have lost their
power; in Jesus all things are truly made new.
(John C. Holbert)
Think about one or two of the activities
of your congregation. How might you see
them differently in light of these verses?
If you were to imitate Peter and say what it is
that motivates your congregation and its
embodiment of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
what would you say?
Watch the movie The Help or read the book?
What did Skeeter and the other women risk by
“lifting up their voices?”
Prayer: Dear God, thank you that Peter told others
about your love and about Jesus’ life. We ask you to
help us witness to your amazing love, as well. Amen.

The Walk to Emmaus		
Luke 24:13-35		

Sunday, May 4
3rd Sunday of Easter

Now on that same day two of them were going
to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles
from Jerusalem, and talking with each other
about all these things that had happened.
While they were talking and discussing, Jesus
himself came near and went with them, but their
eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said
to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other
while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking sad.
Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas,
answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in
Jerusalem who does not know the things that
have taken place there in these days?’ He asked
them, ‘What things? ’ They replied, ‘The things
about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God and all the
people, and how our chief priests and leaders
handed him over to be condemned to death and
crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the
one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is
now the third day since these things took place.
Moreover, some women of our group astounded
us. They were at the tomb early this morning,
and when they did not find his body there, they
came back and told us that they had indeed seen
a vision of angels who said that he was alive.
Some of those who were with us went to the
tomb and found it just as the women had said;
but they did not see him.’ Then he said to them,
‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart
to believe all that the prophets have declared!
Was it not necessary that the Messiah should
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,
he interpreted to them the things about himself
in all the scriptures.

			
			
			

he was opening the
scriptures to us? ’ That
same hour they got up
and returned to Jerusalem;
and they found the eleven
		
		
and their companions gathered
together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they
told what had happened on the road, and how he
had been made known to them in the breaking
of the bread.

As they came near the village to which they
were going, he walked ahead as if he were going
on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with
us, because it is almost evening and the day is
now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them.
When he was at the table with them, he took
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.
Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized
him; and he vanished from their sight. They said
to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within
us while he was talking to us on the road, while
			

Video Clips: Google WingClips.com, then Search
(upper left corner): Faith Like Potatoes
Web Address:
http://www.wingclips.com/search?q=Faith+Li
ke+Potatoes&x=0&y=0

NOW WHAT is God’s word calling us to do?
“Revelation is the clue that enables one to put
together the disparate experiences of life into
a meaningful, coherent whole, to see a pattern
and purpose in human history,” writes John Leith,
“to overcome the incongruities between what life is
and what life ought to be.” By word and sacrament,
Christ opens the eyes of them who rejoice that
they have reached their destination in him.
Christ’s church has been making diligent use of
his given means of grace since the evening of the
first day of the week, in hopes that, on the way
home, perhaps two in the crowd might even say,
one to the other, “Did not our hearts burn this
morning as the scriptures were opened to us!”
(Cynthia A. Jarvis)
How do Word and Sacrament strengthen
your congregation and you to live the
Christian life faithfully?
How does the gathering together of the
followers of Jesus Christ help those followers
live more faithfully?

In Tell Three Friends (3rd clip), Angus’ pastor
challenges him to tell three friends about his faith.
Go, tell three friends about your faith!
Prayer: Christ our Lord, go with us, and help us
to tell your good news to all we meet. Amen.

